	THE PENN STATE UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF SPONSORED PROGRAMS
Pre-Award Cost Authorization (PCA) for Federal Grants & Cooperative Agreements*

	Please provide the required information in the below fields.

	OSP#: _________________
	
	Date: _________________
	

	Principal Investigator/Project Correspondent
	Grant/Proposal/Fund 

	Project Title

	Sponsor (Federal Agency Name)


	PRE-AWARD COSTS

	Anticipated Start Date: 		Pre-Award Cost Authorization Date: 	
Preliminary information reveals that an award for the subject grant/proposal is anticipated within 90 days. Pre-Award cost authorization is necessary for the effective and economical conduct of the project; the costs concerned are allowable under the potential award, and when required for specific expenditures or activities, agency prior approval will be obtained before incurring such costs. 

	APPROVALS

	By signing below, you are affirming that all compliance matters have been addressed, and the College is accepting the financial risk associated with this request.

	Principal Investigator
	Date

	Department Head (If required by College)
	Date

	College Authorized Organizational Representative (AOR)
	Date

	

	INSTRUCTIONS

	*This form is intended to be used to request authorization for Pre-Award costs for Federal Assistance Awards only (Federal Grants and Federal Cooperative Agreement Awards). 

§ 200.458 Pre-Award costs.
Pre-Award costs are those incurred before the start date of the Federal award or subaward directly pursuant to the negotiation and in anticipation of the Federal award where such costs are necessary for efficient and timely performance of the scope of work. These costs are allowable only to the extent that they would have been allowed if incurred after the start date of the Federal award and only with the written approval of the Federal agency. If approved, these costs must be charged to the initial budget period of the Federal award unless otherwise specified by the Federal agency or pass-through entity.

Pre-Award costs are dependent upon agency-specific terms and conditions per UG 200.458. Please be sure to review agency-specific terms and conditions of a particular award before submitting a notification form to ensure that this procedure is applicable. Please also provide documentation of the Federal agency’s authorization for Pre-Award spending.

In some instances, Pre-Award spending may be in association with an Advanced Account, prior to the receipt of an official award notification. An Advanced Account may be requested by a unit before the agreement has been signed by the University if sufficient evidence is provided to indicate a high likelihood that the award will be made. The unit is fully responsible for any charges made to an advance account should an award or amendment not materialize. Advance funds will not be established until all required compliance checks are complete per RA60. Compliance issues may include but are not limited to human subjects, animals, conflict of interest, publication restrictions, foreign national restrictions, export control regulations, or data security requirements. Requests for Advanced Accounts may be submitted via the Internal Approval Form (IAF).

	What’s the difference between Pre-Award Costs and Advanced Accounts?

	Pre-Award Costs
	
	Advanced Accounts

	· Spending may start up to 90 days prior to the start date (outside the Period of Performance).
	
	· Allow spending to occur prior to official award notification within the Period of Performance.


Please email the completed and signed form to osp@psu.edu.
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